
 
 

 

DC EPFP 2017-18 Fellows 

 

Julie Adams, Policy and Research Assistant, Learning Policy Institute  

Julie Adams is a Policy and Research Assistant at the Learning Policy Institute (LPI) in 
Washington, DC. She is a member of the Educator Quality and the Deeper Learning teams, 
and focuses on scaled impact of deeper learning practices that advance equity. Prior to joining 
LPI, Adams supported research on equity and inclusion in S.T.E.M. by looking at barriers to 
computer science education in both k-12 and post-secondary education settings. She also 
supported curriculum development for an after-school computer science program with a focus 
on social justice and has served as a tutor for English language learners. Adams received a 
B.A. with honors in Psychology from the University of California, Santa Cruz. 

Dr. Aida Aliyeva, Researcher, American Institutes for Research  

Aida Aliyeva is a researcher at American Institutes for Research (AIR) with a focus on 
postsecondary education. She has over six years of experience in higher education 
administration, primarily focusing on institutional research, assessment, evaluation, and 
strategic planning. In her current position, Dr. Aliyeva directs survey instruments such as Fall 
Enrollment and 12-month Enrollment for the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data 
System (IPEDS) at the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). Prior to joining AIR, Dr. 
Aliyeva led an institutional research office at a private college in Southern California. She holds 
a Ph.D. degree in Higher Education Administration and Policy from the University of California, 
Riverside. Dr. Aliyeva also holds a master’s degree in Public Administration and a master’s 
degree in Business Administration. 

Lucy Berrier, Program Manager, National School Boards Association 

Lucy Berrier is a program manager who works with school board members to ensure that all 
students are receiving a quality education through equitable resource allocation. She believes 
that the best way for every student to receive an education that leads to success in both 
college and career is through the public education system. Lucy currently works for the 
National School Boards Association and has previously worked directly with school districts 
as a consultant with Cross & Joftus and for the American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education. She holds a Master’s in Education Policy from George Washington University and 
a Bachelor’s in Public Policy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 

 



 
 
Sean Chalk, Policy Analyst, Global Policy & External Relations, College Board 

Sean Chalk is a policy analyst for the College Board in the Global Policy & External Relations 
division. In this role, Sean works on a number of issues related to advanced coursework, 
assessments, and expanding opportunities for students. Prior to joining the College Board, he 
was the policy analyst for the DC State Board of Education. Sean also worked for Education 
Week’s research center on annual reports of states’ education systems. Sean holds an MPA 
from American University and bachelor’s degrees in political science and journalism from 
Boston University. 

Dr. John Forsyth, Adjunct Professor, Trident University International 

John is originally from N.Y. He joined the Army straight out of high school, and spent 27 years 
touring the world. Last year, he completed his PhD in Educational Leadership with Trident 
University International and was hired to teach their homeland security logistics program 
track. This past July he retired from the military, took a few months off and earned a scuba 
diver Instructor certification to include tech 40, 45 and 50. He is excited to begin EPFP and to 
network with policy professionals on a national level. Some fun facts include being fluent in 
German and owning a two year old, 70 lb. coon hound who has only barked once. 

Erin Garratt, Coordinator, Chiefs for Change 

Erin Garratt is a Coordinator with Chiefs for Change, where she provides research, writing, and 
analysis on federal and state education policy related to the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). Before joining Chiefs for Change, Erin was a Public Policy Fellow in the Office of the 
Deputy Mayor for Education (DME) in Washington, DC, where she supported all aspects of the 
Cross-Sector Collaboration Task Force (CSCTF).  In addition, Erin also has experience in 
teacher advocacy with Teach Plus and as a fourth grade teacher. Erin earned an M.Ed. in 
Elementary (K-6) Education from Wilmington University and holds a B.A. in Sociology from the 
University of Virginia. 

Ian Hickox, Writer and Content Strategist, Collaborative Communications  

Ian is an experienced writer, editor, and researcher who helps clients tell compelling stories 
about their work and bring attention to important issues in education. He has led content 
strategy and development for some of Collaborative Communication’s most ambitious client 
projects, including major reports, policy briefs, and data visualization tools. Before joining 
Collaborative Communications, Ian conducted research for education clients—school districts, 
independent schools, colleges and universities, and non-profit organizations—and developed 
strategic recommendations for addressing key institutional challenges. Ian holds a Bachelor's 
degree from the University of Virginia and a Master's degree from the University of Chicago. 

 



 
 
Jamal Jones, Transitional Consultant, Next Level Transition Consulting 

My name is Jamal Jones and I seek to ameliorate the ties between urban youths and prison, 
thus leading me to a career in education. I’ve been in education for 6 years by volunteering 
my time, and working in various tutoring, after school, and policy educational programs. 
These experiences have led me to now develop a career in educational policy where I can be 
committed to making a difference with the youth I have worked with for so long. I applied to 
become an EPFP fellow as I wanted to further my understanding in this field so that I can 
have a meaningful impact on the youth I wish to serve. 
 

Sarah McCann, National Education Policy Fellowship Program Coordinator, Institute for 
Educational Leadership 

Sarah McCann is the national Education Policy Fellowship Program coordinator at the Institute 
for Educational Leadership (IEL). She previously supported the National Forum for Community 
Schools and the National Family and Community Engagement Conference at IEL. Before 
moving to D.C., Sarah volunteered as a teacher for United Action for Children-Cameroon and 
worked as a research intern at the Institute for Employment Studies. She also served as a 
youth advisor for homelessness prevention and the community engagement officer for her 
local Ultimate Frisbee club. Sarah graduated from the University of Sussex with a BA in 
Geography and Anthropology, and an MA in Social Development focusing on the anthropology 
of childhood. 

James Mikolowsky, Associate, Data Quality Campaign (DQC) 

James Mikolowsky is an Associate at the Data Quality Campaign (DQC). James supports his 
DQC colleagues on a number of projects by contributing writing, policy analysis, and research. 
He was drawn to DQC’s mission of empowering students, parents, and educators by giving 
them the education data they need to raise student achievement. Before joining DQC in 2016, 
James worked for US Senator Richard Blumenthal—the senior senator from James’s home 
state of Connecticut. James oversaw the senator’s education policy portfolio and worked on 
a variety of education issues, including student digital privacy, social and emotional learning, 
and student debt relief. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Kevin Murphy, Researcher, American Institutes for Research 

Kevin Murphy provides the following forms of qualitative analyses and support for the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP): reviews proposed methodologies and 
development plans, reviews new tests and test questions, and occasionally leads the reviews 
of colleague’s work. In addition, Kevin contributes to the Department of Education’s School 
Climate Surveys (EDSCLS) and the National Center of Education Statistics (NCES) Tech Equity 
initiative by conducting and writing literature reviews, coding survey questions, and developing 
technical documents. Kevin recently received a Master’s degree in Public Administration from 
George Washington University, which he intends to apply by shifting his focus on Education 
beyond evaluation and into policy development. 

Bitnara Jasmine Park, Researcher, American Institutes for Research 

Bitnara Jasmine Park is a researcher at American Institutes for Research, where she applies 
her technical and analytic skills to conduct quantitative and psychometric analyses for 
research projects on a variety of topics. Her primary research interests involve academic 
achievement in K through 12, individuals with limited English proficiency and disabilities, and 
complex survey data analysis. Prior to joining AIR, she received her Ph.D. from the College of 
Education at the University of Oregon specializing in educational assessment and quantitative 
methods. She actively participates in the dissemination of her research by presenting at 
various research conferences and authoring numerous technical reports and research 
articles. She is constantly seeking ways to bridge research and practice, as well as 
opportunities to collaborate with practitioners and policy advocates.   

Jennifer Sanchez, Policy Analyst, Division of Data, Assessment and Research, Office of the 
State Superintendent of Education of the District of Columbia 

Jenny currently works at the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) as a 
policy analyst. She conducts research and proposes policies on data governance and data 
privacy including rules on data standards, breach protocols, and data request processes. 
Previously, she worked within the Minnesota State Legislature providing research on teacher 
preparation bills and consulting on higher education policies. Additionally, she’s conducted 
qualitative evaluations within Minneapolis Public Schools on board management. She 
earned her Masters in Public Policy from the Humphrey School of Public Affairs and a B.A. in 
Political Science and Global Studies from the University of Minnesota. 

 

 

 



 
 
Mandy Sorge, Policy Analyst, Early Care and Education, National Governors Association, 
Center for Best Practices 

Mandy Sorge is a Policy Analyst for Early Care and Education in the Education Division of the 
National Governors Association (NGA), Center for Best Practices, where she works on early 
care and education issues for children birth through age eight. Prior to joining NGA, she 
worked in training and technical assistance at the national level for the Early Head Start-Child 
Care Partnership grants. Mandy began her career teaching at-risk infants, toddlers, and 
preschoolers at Educare, D.C. and Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center. Sorge 
holds a master's degree in Education Policy from the George Washington University and a 
bachelor's degree in Early Education from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Justin Sybenga, Senior Expedition Coordinator, Capital City Public Charter School 

Justin Sybenga works with high school seniors to navigate the college and career application 
process and to complete their senior independent research projects at Capital City Public 
Charter School, which boasts one of the highest college persistence rates for high schools in 
Washington, DC.  Justin taught for ten years in Montgomery County Public Schools, where he 
coordinated the implementation of the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme 
and taught 10th grade English and AP Language and Composition. He is a proud fellow of the 
National Writing Project at the University of Maryland and has written curriculum and led 
professional development for Teaching or Change, a national leader in social justice 
education. He earned a Bachelors in English from Calvin College and a Masters in Curriculum 
and Instruction from the University of Maryland 

Anthony Tellish, Operations and Special Projects Manager, National Public Education Support 
Fund 

Anthony Tellish joined the National Public Education Support Fund in January 2014, 
overseeing operations and the coordination of the international program. Previously, Anthony 
was a middle school social studies teacher in Maryland. Prior to teaching, he worked for the 
Bipartisan Policy Center in Washington, DC and more recently at The Doe Fund, a major 
homeless services organization in New York City. While at the Doe Fund, he spearheaded their 
major gifts program, which resulted in a significant increase to the organization’s overall 
annual fundraising capability. In addition to earning a Master’s Degree from New York 
University in Sociology of Education and Education Policy he earned a B.A. from American 
University in Political Science and his teaching certification from DePaul University. 

 

 

 



 
 
Jenna Tomasello, Policy Associate, American Youth Policy Forum 

Jenna Tomasello is a policy associate at the American Youth Policy Forum. Her work involves 
the development of learning events and the dissemination of policy and practice guidance to 
frame issues, inform policy, and convene conversations that improve education and the lives 
of traditionally underserved youth. Jenna is also the co-founder of Learn Together, Live 
Together, a diverse, bipartisan coalition of education stakeholders striving to promote 
diversity, equity, and inclusion in schools. Jenna has a background in philosophy and legal 
studies, and holds a master’s degree in educational policy from the University of Rochester 
Warner Graduate School of Education and Human Development. Connect with her on Twitter 
or LinkedIn. 

 

Audrey Williams, Senior Manager Intergovernmental Relations, DC Public Charter School 
Board 

Audrey Williams is the senior manager of intergovernmental relations for the DC Public Charter 
School Board (DCPCSB), the independent authorizer of DC public charter schools.  She works 
with Washington, DC agencies and nonprofits to bring services and supports to 120 DC public 
charter schools. Previously, she managed media and government relations at DCPCSB. Audrey 
also spent many years in telecommunications marketing at Verizon Communications.  She 
was a Congressional Fellow with Brookings Institution, working with U.S. Rep. Robert Andrews 
(D-NJ) and helping to rewrite legislation and negotiate on the member's behalf as part of the 
reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism from 
New York University and a Master of Science in Marketing from University of Maryland, 
University College.   

http://www.aypf.org/
https://twitter.com/jenna_tomasello
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jennatomasello

